ARSON CASE 


Police say a New Britain teen set 


fires so he could be a hero. B1 
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UCONN’S BIG GAME 
Expecting a crowd, Huskies battle 
No. 8 Wichita State. Cl 


SOARING STOCKS SOME SNOW ae 
It was a smooth, record-shattering 6» And the bone-chilling 
2017 for the market. A7 111? cold continues. A2 
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PLUMMETING TEMPERATURES 


JOHN WOIKE | JWOIKE@COURANT.COM 


COACHMAN Ken Wood and his trusty steed Rex take the Almeida family on a holiday wagon ride along the country roads of Terryville 
Friday afternoon. Many Connecticut residents, such as Wood, continued to do their jobs in freezing temperatures this week. 


OUT IN THE COLD 


Locals Continue To Do Their Jobs Despite Weather 
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Electrical Outlet 
Likely Cause Of 
Folly Farm Fire 


By CHRISTINE DEMPSEY 
and MIKAELA PORTER 


cdempsey@courant.com 


SIMSBURY — The fire that killed 24 
horses at Folly Farm Thursday morning was 
an accident and appears to have started in an 
electrical outlet, a Simsbury fire official said 
Friday. 

A veterinarian determined that the 24 
horses died of smoke inhalation, Fire Mar- 
shal Kevin Kowalski said. Police tape still 
blocked the barn on Friday. 

The outlet was in a utility room in the 
farm’s 23,000-square-foot arena barn, which 
also includes the horses’ paddocks, he said. 
Farm staff used the outlet to plug in portable 


By MATTHEW ORMSETH : shopping carts in the parking lot of a Hartford heaters, Kowalski said. ; 
mormseth@courant.com No Relief Stop and Shop Friday morning, shivering in a “Right now, we're looking at an electrical 
thin hoodie with a store T-shirt layered on receptacle in the utility room [as the cause],” 
It was cold in New England this week, cold Hartford forecast: top. Mendez, who normally works in the he said. 
enough to crack skin, cold enough to burst store’s produce section, wasn’t happy about The barn itself needs repairs but is not 
water mains and cold enough for municipal- SATURDAY being outdoors Friday morning. A few destroyed, Kowalski said. It is the farm’s 
ities to set up emergency warming centers in High21 Low10 employees called out sick, he said, and he was largest barn. 
bus terminals and libraries. But it wasn’t cold put on cart duty. The farm’s manager, Alison Patricelli, 
enough for an unlucky few to escape working SUNDAY “I was pretty upset, not going to lie,” he whose family bought the farm in 1981, said 
outdoors, so across Connecticut, letter Highll_ Low-3 said. “I complained about it, because I didn’t the 19 horses housed in other barns on the 
carriers, utility workers, parking lot attend- come ready to work outside. I don’t even have property were unharmed. 
ants and car-washers and others continued to MONDAY a jacket on.” On Friday afternoon, sitting in the farm’s 
do their jobs in merciless temperatures. Hish13 Lowd 
Jonathan Mendez was corralling stray ig ow COLD, A6 HORSES, A6 
HARTFORD IN 2017 


Homicides Rose, 


But Not Shootings 


City Looks Back 
At Crime Statistics 
By VINNY VELLA 


vwvella@courant.com 


HARTFORD — The number of 
homicides in Hartford doubled this 
year over last, a fact that can’t be 
argued. 

But the underlying issues, and the 
way they affect residents in Hartford, 
are seemingly too complex to be 
reduced to simple numbers, as offi- 
cials and citizens alike explain. 

There were 29 homicides recorded 


in Hartford in 2017, up from 14 last 
year, according to police. 

Of those, 23 involved firearms, 
according to police. Investigators, as 
of Friday, have made 17 arrests 
connected to homicides that oc- 
curred this year. 

The increase comes at a time when 
major cities across the country, in- 
cluding New York, Los Angeles and 
even Chicago are marking reductions 
in homicide rates and violent crime. 

Some of those murders, police 
argue, are difficult, if not impossible 
for them to prevent, such as the lethal 


HOMICIDES, A10 


Officials: Child Started Fire 


Boy Played With Stove; Flames Trapped Residents 


NILDA GUERRERO, a friend of the 


after trying to visit the building. 


JULIO CORTEZ | ASSOCIATED PRESS 


superintendent of a Bronx apartment building where 
at least 12 people died in a fire a day earlier, cries 


By ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER, ELI 
ROSENBERG and VERA HALLER 
Washington Post 


NEW YORK — A 3-year-old playing 
with a stove accidentally started the 
deadliest fire in New York City in more 
than 25 years, a Bronx apartment building 


== BRONX, NY. == 


blaze that spread quickly and blocked the 
main escape route, officials said Friday. 
By the time firefighters battling in 
frigid temperatures had extinguished the 
flames late Thursday night, 12 people, 
including five children, had been killed, 
and four others were “fighting for their 
lives” in local hospitals, New York City 
Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro said 
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Saturday’s Bowl Games 
Both teams were affected by 
Hurricane Irma so maybe it’s fitting 
that No. 6 Wisconsin and No.10 
Miami were paired for the Orange 
Bowl. Sports, Page C3 


Resolution Re-Do 

You want to be on time. You want to 
eat better. You swear you'll exercise. 
That’s what you said at the end of 
2016, too. What if you could really, 
truly tackle last year’s resolutions 
for2018? Living, Page B10 


Gettleman Gets Tough 
After a dismal season, the Giants’ 
new GM says he plans to get tough 
next year — and losing is not an 
option. Sports, Page C1 


Tips For Avoiding A 
New Year’s Hangover 

If you’re planning a head-banging 
New Year’s Eve and want to avoid 
dragging a nasty hangover into 2018, 
here are some suggestions to reduce 
your chances of a head-banging New 
Year’s Day. Living, Page BIO 


Tax Bill Benefit 


Accountants are beginning to feel like 
rock stars as people line up to talk 


$3.00 copyright 2017 ll | | 
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with them about the complex new 
tax bill. Business, Page A7 


Trump’s 10 Worst 
The 10 worst things Trump did this 
year. Opinion, Page A9 


Author Grafton Dies 
Writer Sue Grafton, author of the 
best-selling “alohabet series” of 
mystery novels, has died. She was 72. 
World & Nation, Page A10 


Chef Is Tops In 
Connecticut 


Local chef ends his run on “Top Chef.” 
Living, Page BIO 
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Wheels For 
Wishes sosm 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


Free Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 
"We dcce All ¥ehicles Running or Mot 


We Also Accept Beats, Motorcycles & RVs 
*Fully Tax Deductible 


WheelsForWishes.org Call: (860) 249-8947 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


